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Presenting the first Rural Development & Networking conference of the four Regional Network Support Units (NSUs) of 

the UK 

Designed to examine and explore rural life, this 2 day conference is an opportunity to respond to the current trends and challenges of rural areas 

and together create a ‘roadmap’ for the future of rural development across the UK.  It is designed to provide a framework through which 

delegates will be challenged to engage in open discussion and contribute to a shared understanding of rural areas, and of the issues and 

potential opportunities for future development. 

With the aim of inspiring, motivating and connecting stakeholders, the event promises to provide a range of opportunities to share forward-

looking ideas. 

The event will:- 

• Explore the meaning of rural across the UK, looking at the key characteristics of each region  

• Consider how the Rural Development Programme (RDP) is contributing to the development of rural areas across the UK identifying 

current priorities and examples of RDP projects in action 

• Learn from examples of research about current and future trends that will influence rural life 

• Summarise the current position and pose questions for the future of rural areas in order to provoke and enthuse delegates to engage in 

the process of vision setting 

This event is by invitation and is targeted at RDP delivery bodies (LAGs and NGOs), Programme Monitoring Committees, Managing Authorities, 

RDP Networks, Policy makers, researchers and academic institutions. 

The event will provide opportunities for networking with the inclusion of roundtable discussion, workshops, study visits and conference dinner. 
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EVENT PROGRAMME: DAY 1 TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2017 

 

9.30 am – 11.00 am Registration Tea/Coffee and UK Network Support Units Marketplace  

Delegates will have the opportunity to network and to find out more about the work of the 4 regional Network Support Units of the UK. 

 

11.00 am - 11.30 am Welcome & Opening Remarks 

Welcoming delegates on behalf of the UK Network Support Units will be Tony Mc Cusker, Chair of the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council 

(RDC) and Chair of the Event. 

Followed by opening remarks from Catherine McCallum OBE, Director of Rural Affairs, Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 

(DAERA, Northern Ireland) 

 

11.30 am - 1.15 pm Keynote Presentation 

A Picture of Rural: A Snapshot across the 4 regions 

Delegates will hear contributions from each of the 4 UK regions on the key characteristics of their respective rural areas, and the impact this has 

had in terms of rural development policy priorities.  Chaired by Agri Journalist and Industry Commentator Richard Wright this morning session 

shall be based around a combination of panel interview and discussion with opportunity for audience participation throughout. 

Key speakers include: - Professor Sarah Skerratt (Scotland); Gail Merriman (Wales); Stephen Hall (England) and Teresa Canavan (Northern 

Ireland) 

Following a short break, joining the panel will be Dr Maura Farrell (Ireland) and Susan Grieve (European Network for Rural Development (ENRD)) 

bringing a further dimension to the discussion. 

Future Directions in Rural Development  

The second half of the session will focus on future directions in rural development and will introduce Professor Jeremy Phillipson, Professor of 

Rural Development and Director of Research in the School of Agriculture, Food & Rural Development at Newcastle University followed by Neil 
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McCullough from Oxford Economics who will bring an overview of global trends, looking at recent growth indicators, rural performance and 

outlook focusing on the rural regions of the UK. 

Sure to be a lively discussion the session will encourage audience participation throughout and will set the tone for the afternoon round table 

discussion and workshops. 

 

1.15 pm - 2.15 pm  Networking Lunch 

 

 

 

2.15 pm - 4.45 pm  Over to You: Roundtable Discussion & Workshops 

Roundtable: Towards a Vision for Rural Areas 

Exploratory facilitated discussion.  What do we want our rural areas to be like?  What are the key priorities? What is our vision? 

Workshops 

Four themed workshops are planned as part of the conference with each delegate being offered the opportunity to attend 2 workshops.   Having 

established the wider context during the morning session, the workshops will focus discussions on the key trends, issues and opportunities 

identified, discuss the implications of these for rural communities, and through sharing experience, develop ideas and proposals for how these 

challenges and opportunities can best be addressed.  Workshops will be designed to encourage engagement and discussion between participates 

and will draw on the wide ranging experience and expertise of delegates in rural development. 
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Workshops themes include:- 

Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3 Workshop 4  

Sustainable and Inclusive 
Communities 

Enterprise and Employment Land use, Environment and Rural 
Economy 

Infrastructure & Connectivity  
 

This workshop will consider the 
changing nature of rural 
communities, discuss the 
continuing implications of 
demographic trends on public 
service delivery, and identify 
actions to support the 
continued sustainability of 
rural communities and villages.  
 

This workshop will consider the 
changing nature of rural 
economies, discuss the role of 
traditional and emerging 
industries, and identify actions 
that exploit the opportunities 
presented by new technologies 
and emerging market sectors to 
create greater added value, 
higher employment, and 
improved job quality in rural 
economies. 
 

This workshop will consider the role 
of the rural environment, both as an 
economic asset and as a community 
asset. It will discuss the value of the 
rural environment, including the 
potential of “place based” 
opportunities for economic growth, 
improving access to and use of the 
countryside for health & wellbeing, 
and encouraging a move towards 
more environmentally sustainable 
land use. 
 

This workshop will explore the 
importance of infrastructure and 
connectivity in rural areas, and its 
importance to all aspects of rural 
life. From physical infrastructure 
and connectivity such as roads and 
transport links, through to 
improvements in communications 
technology such as broadband and 
mobile coverage, the workshop will 
consider the future needs of rural 
areas and identify potential actions 
to help address these.  

 

4.45 pm – 5.00 pm  Day 1 Conference Close: Capturing the story, so far…. 

Delegates will be invited back to the main conference room to sum up on the day’s proceedings, engage in a final exercise and make preparations 

for the evening meal and next day agenda. 

 

5.00 pm – 6.15 pm  Your Time 

Your time to do what you need to in between before joining the delegation at reception for onward travel to dinner. 
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6.15 pm – 10.00 pm Dinner and Networking at Crumlin Road Gaol 

Delegates will be given the opportunity to go off site and enjoy a networking dinner in one of Northern Ireland’s top tourist sites.  Dating back to 
1845, Crumlin Road Gaol is bursting at the seams with history.  Guests can embark on a historical journey with a quick guided tour around the 
site.  This will be followed by dinner.  
 
Buses will depart from outside the Clayton Hotel at 6.15 pm sharp and will return delegates to the Clayton Hotel after dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.crumlinroadgaol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crumlinroadgaol.com/
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EVENT PROGRAMME: DAY 2 WEDNESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2017 

 

7.00 am – 8.30 am  Breakfast 

Early birds staying in the Clayton may wish to make use of the hotel leisure facilities (as long as you still make the bus!) 

8.45 am – 12 noon  Projects in Practice 

This part of the programme will allow delegates to learn more from practitioners and beneficiaries through their participation in a series of 

‘projects in practice’ events.  Hearing from a range of projects and areas that have benefited from previous rural regeneration funded programmes, 

these case studies and visits will demonstrate practice across a range of projects, reflecting themes and opportunities outlined in Day 1 

presentations.   

With an interesting range of projects and locations available for consideration, there will also be an onsite option (at the conference venue) for 

those who may not wish to travel on the bus to the various locations. 

Option 1 (visit) Option 2 (visit) Option 3 (visit) Option 4 (onsite option at venue) 

Harrison’s Food Shop Greyabbey 
with visiting presentation from 
Peninsula Healthy Living Centre  
Kircubbin 
 
www.harrisonsofgreyabbey.co.uk  
www.peninsulahealthyliving.org 
 

The Railway Preservation 
Society in Ireland, Whitehead. 
Visiting presentation from 
Gobbins Cliff Path, 
Islandmagee. 
 
www.steamtrainsireland.com 
http://thegobbinscliffpath.com  
 

Lagan Navigation Trust. 
 
http://www.lagannavigationtrust.
org 
 

Loughgiel – Rural Community Hub and 
Health and Well-being Centre and The 
Lough Neagh Partnership. These case 
studies will be showcased within the 
conference venue and no onward 
travel is required. 
http://discoverloughneagh.com/lnp/ 
  

 

For more information on each option please refer to the section below ‘Projects in Practice’. 

 

http://www.harrisonsofgreyabbey.co.uk/
http://www.peninsulahealthyliving.org/
http://www.steamtrainsireland.com/
http://thegobbinscliffpath.com/
http://www.lagannavigationtrust.org/
http://www.lagannavigationtrust.org/
http://discoverloughneagh.com/lnp/
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12.15 pm – 1.30 pm Day 2 Conference Close: The Big Picture  

More than Minutes will draw proceedings to a close taking a final look at the big picture http://www.morethanminutes.co.uk/ 

 

1.30 pm – 2.30 pm  Lunch & Onward Travel Home  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.morethanminutes.co.uk/
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Projects in Practice 

Delegates will be given the opportunity to learn more from practitioners and beneficiaries through their participation in a study visit, hearing from 

a range of projects and areas that have benefited from previous rural regeneration funded programmes.  These case studies and visits will 

demonstrate practice across a range of projects, reflecting themes and opportunities outlined in day 1 presentations and will give participants the 

opportunity to acknowledge and engage with a diverse range of rural communities and see and hear first- hand how innovative solutions are being 

developed to meet changing local needs.             

Option 1 

Harrison’s Food Shop Greyabbey  

Nestled on the shores of Strangford Lough and situated on the outskirts of the picturesque village of Greyabbey, Harrisons offers a fully stocked 

Nursery, Farm Shop, and Restaurant. Capitalising on its unique location, along the Ards Peninsula and making use of local sea food, meats and 

seasonal vegetables from the family run farm, the facility funded by the Ards and North Down Local Action Group has recently been upgraded to 

include a 130-seater restaurant and meeting space for a wide range of community and group use. The project is a ‘must see’ for delegates who 

would wish to consider how a stunning location coupled with the use of natural assets can be combined to promote economic growth and 

sustainability within a rural setting.             

Peninsula Healthy Living Centre Kircubbin (onsite presentation at Harrison’s) 

With a vision of promoting local health and wellbeing within the Ards peninsula, Peninsula Healthy Living Partnership is a voluntary, community 

based organisation that is committed to health improvement through partnership, community involvement, and the promotion of healthier 

lifestyles.  With a range of programmes developed including Green Gym, a multi- sensory experience whilst getting active and giving back to the 

community and an Active Aging programme this local initiative aims to address social exclusion, while at the same time providing accessible 

services in an innovative way, meeting the needs of local residents from Greyabbey to Portaferry and from Millisle to Cloughey.  ‘Health Champion’ 

Sheila Bailie will provide an in-depth account of the organisation’s journey from humble beginnings to what is now one of the most respected 

health focused organisations operating in the area.             
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Option 2 

The Railway Preservation Society in Ireland, Whitehead  

Founded in 1964, The Railway Preservation Society of Ireland was set up to preserve Irish steam locomotives, carriages and rolling stock and to 

allow these wonderful vehicles from a bygone era to be experienced by all generations.   Conference delegates are invited to take a trip to 

yesteryear where they will have the opportunity to meet with old favourites such as ‘Merlin’, ‘Slieve Gullion’, ‘Lough Erne’ and ‘Guinness’ and visit 

the newly renovated Edwardian style Tea Room developed within a unique and historic setting.  Participants partaking in this study trip will also 

hear more about the ambitious plans developed under the Village Renewal programme and explore how cultural and historical assets are being 

utilised to regenerate this rural area. The project received funding of £1,272,430 under the local areas Rural Development programme.   

 

Gobbins Cliff Path, Islandmagee (onsite presentation at The Railway Preservation Society) 

Hear first-hand from a representative of the Gobbins project, a dramatic coastal walk and interpretative centre recently opened in the Whitehead 

area.  The centre hosts a fabulous interactive exhibition telling the history of The Gobbins Path, its flora and fauna, and the story of how the path 

was reborn, as well as a souvenir shop, café and outdoor children’s play and picnic area.   Linking to the area’s rich industrial past with the birth 

of the railways, the Gobbins Path was masterminded by the Irish railway engineer, Berkley Dean Wise as an incredible tourist attraction. The path 

originally opened in 1902 and was later abandoned in the 1960’s until an investment of over £7.5 million through Interreg funding brought about 

its rebirth in 2015, making it a modern- day tourist attraction for visitors from far and near. 

 

Option 3  

Lagan Navigation Trust, Lisburn  

Lagan Navigation Trust, founded in 2009 was set up with the key objective of re-opening the River Lagan from Belfast Harbour to Lough Neagh.  

As custodians of this 300-year-old Waterway, the Trust are presently considering its potential within the Rural Development Programme, exploring 

cultural and heritage tourism aspects, with sustainability in mind, ensuring that this national asset is well-kept for future generations to come.    

Following an informative presentation made by the Trust, participants will have an opportunity to tour facilities including the Restored 1871 Lagan 

Canal Barge ‘Lighter’ project and the Lagan Navigation Trust volunteer facilities, supported by the Lagan Rural Partnership under their LEADER 
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Programme.  There will also be an opportunity to visit the Lock Keepers cottage brought back to life using Heritage Lottery funding. The aim of all 

these projects is to increase the service provision for visitors in the area. The barge contains an exhibition focusing on the history of the Lagan 

Navigation and the workings on the Locks, along with a set showing the living conditions of the Lighterman and his family in bygone days.    

 

Option 4 - Showcased within the Clayton Hotel 

Loughgiel - Rural Community Hub & Health & Well-being Centre (onsite within conference venue – Clayton Hotel) 

Loughgiel, a small rural village located 8 miles east of Ballymoney in North Antrim, has a proud history of self-help in regeneration of their local 

area.  Having carried out an in-depth analysis of the area’s needs, a communal facility was developed, comprising IT suite, multi-functional hall, 

childcare and eldercare facilities as well as workspace and meeting facilities.  Not one to rest on their laurels, the community association continues 

to develop and implement a range of projects and programmes that aims to address social inclusion, harness the natural assets within their area 

and supports wider social and economic development.  More recently, the group have been involved with the development of alternative energy 

on their site and have set up community gardening facilities, adding to the overall sustainability of their project.  Join Angela O’Hagan the Centre 

Manager, as she provides an insight into the group’s development over the years and no doubt you will hear more about new projects in the 

pipeline!                         

The Lough Neagh Partnership (onsite within conference venue – Clayton Hotel) 

Our second presentation will be from The Lough Neagh Partnership, a non-profit company made up of representatives of bodies interested in the 

development and protection of Lough Neagh, the largest freshwater lake in the UK and Ireland.  The Partnership, based in Ballyronan on the shores 

of the lough, has a remit to market and promote the Lough and its waterways as a tourism destination. As well as co-ordinating a range of festivals, 

it manages the Lough Shore Cycle Trail & Canoe Trail.  The company, through a multi-agency funding approach, have successfully secured £2.49m 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Landscape Partnership programme and are now in the process of rolling out a range of programmes and initiatives 

that centre on community engagement with a view to safeguarding, protecting and raising awareness of the area’s rich environmental, cultural 

and heritage aspects.  Delegates are invited to participate in this informative session and to hear from one of the Partnership’s officers as they 

describe the excellent work that has been done to date and the exciting future activities planned for the lough and its environs. 

 



12 | P a g e  
 

TO REGISTER  

To secure your place please register using Eventbrite:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/through-a-rural-lens-a-uk-rural-development-and-networking-

conference-registration-37836854049 

Please note registration for this event will close on 23rd October 2017 

 

VENUE AND ACCOMMODATION 

The Conference will take place in the Clayton Hotel, Belfast which is a 4 star hotel situated on the central Ormeau Avenue in Belfast.  

Accommodation is available at the conference venue and early booking is advisable.  Please book directly with the Reservations Manager -

Christine Beattie quoting 'UK Rural Development Conference 2017'  

Tel: 028 9032 8511 or 028 9027 1706 or email cbeattie@claytonhotels.com 

On street car parking facilities are available at a rate of £1.20 per hour, however space cannot be guaranteed. The Hotel have an offer with the 

NCP Public Carpark which is located directly behind the hotel –a negotiated rate of £10 for 24 hrs parking, this is accessible for all delegates and 

guests of the hotel. To receive this discounted rate, delegates must retain their car parking ticket and take it to front desk.  

A few suggestions for accommodation close to the Clayton Hotel:  

Europa Great Victoria St      028 9027 1066   6 min walk 

Premiere Inn Alfred St         08715 278086    5 min walk 

Holiday Inn Hope St             028 9053 3500   6 min walk 

Jurys Inn Great Victoria St  028 9053 3500   7 min walk 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/through-a-rural-lens-a-uk-rural-development-and-networking-conference-registration-37836854049
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/through-a-rural-lens-a-uk-rural-development-and-networking-conference-registration-37836854049
mailto:cbeattie@claytonhotels.com
http://www.hastingshotels.com/europa-belfast/
http://www.hastingshotels.com/europa-belfast/
http://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/northern-ireland/antrim/belfast/belfast-city-centre-alfred-street.html
http://www.hibelfastcitycentre.co.uk/
http://www.hibelfastcitycentre.co.uk/
https://www.jurysinns.com/hotels/belfast
https://www.jurysinns.com/hotels/belfast
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COST 

There is no charge for attending this conference.  However, delegates are responsible for their own travel and accommodation arrangements. 

 

CONTACTS 

Should you have any queries please contact your Rural Network Support Unit on:- 

Northern Ireland: cmcdonald@rdc.org.uk 

England: rdpenetwork@defra.gsi.gov.uk  

Scotland: ann-marie@ruralnetwork.scot  

Wales: John.Davies3@gov.wales or Lowri.Norrington-Davies@gov.wales 
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